
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Longford on Wednesday,
28th November 2018 at 4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Joe Flaherty, Peggy Nolan, 




Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock. 



IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.




Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.






Mr. Danny Lynch, Head

Head of Information Systems.





Ms. Christine Collins, Broadband Officer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
ADOPTION OF MINUTES  -  circulated
On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Committee Meeting held on the 24th October 2018.
On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Monthly Meeting held on the 24th October 2018.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Public Wi-fi in Longford Town.

J. McKeon gave an update regarding the provision of public wi-fi in Longford town.
This issue to be considered further at the January MD Meeting.

MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The November Management Report , as circulated, was noted.
PRIMARY SCHOOL’S DIGITAL PROJECT
Christine Collins and Danny Lynch gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the Primary

School’s Digital Project.

The aims of the project are to ensure student learning will go beyond the walls of the classrooms 

and start conversation on the National Broadband Plan in all communities and to assist young 

people to become engaged thinkers, active learners, knowledge constructors to participate fully

in society.  It will also present a vision for a connected Longford.
Christine requested the members to encourage the National Schools in their area to become

involved in the project. 

DISPOSAL OF FREEHOLD INTEREST  - No. 3, THE DEMESNE, LONGFORD.

The disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 3 The Demesne, Longford to Noel & Anne Gurn in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 
9th November 2018, to be referred to Longford County Council for consideration and adoption.
Part 8 Reports.

The members requested that all Part 8 Reports for the Longford Municipal District be circulated, in hard copy, to the MD members and be included on MD agendas for consideration

Cenotaph Memorial on the Market Square.

Councillor P. Nolan requested that Cenotaph Memorial on the Market Square remains where it is located.

TAKING IN CHARGE OF CARTRUN BREAC, LONGFORD.

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of Cartrun Breac, Longford, as circulated.

RECEPTION FOR LONGFORD TIDY TOWNS VOLUNTEERS.

It was agreed that a Reception be held for the Longford Tidy Towns Volunteers at the conclusion of the January MD Meeting.
Reception for Civil Defence Volunteers.

A request from Councillor M. Sexton for a Reception for Civil Defence Volunteers to be referred to the Corporate Policy Group for consideration.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Interactive Wall – Longford’s Military History 
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by 

Councillor P. Nolan  -

“In the context of Longford's distinguished military history and the many who lost their lives in two world wars, I am proposing that the regeneration team  explore the possibility of an interactive wall celebrating Longford's military history from 1916, on to World War 1 and  through to our modern day peace keeping endeavours.”


J. McKeon confirmed that Councillor Flaherty’s request will be considered in the context of the 

Camlin Quarter Master Plan.


Sewerage Schemes – Ferefad, Knockahaw and Dublin Road, Longford.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by 

Councillor G. Warnock    -
“Can the Council provide a status report from Irish Water on the piped sewerage scheme for the 
Ferefad area & parts of Knockahaw & Dublin Rd.  My understanding is consultants were 
appointed in 2013 with a preliminary report due in mid 2014. On the final agreement of the
 report, the Council was to provide a positive recommendation for implementation.  A decision 
to approve or not and the timing of the project would then be in the control of Irish Water.”

The meeting was informed that previously in 2016 a Knockahaw Group submitted via the Rural 

Water Programme a proposal for a local Group Sewerage Scheme.  The Department did not 

provide funding support to this Group  in its  rolling  3 year Rural Water Programme 2016 to 

2018   as nationally there is very limited funding available, with priority being given to 

locations where there was a history of significant environmental risk to the environment. 

It  is understood that only 3 such schemes were approved nationally.  

The draft Irish Water Capital Investment Plan  2020 to 2025 prioritises improvement and 

capacity increases for  Waste Water Treatment Plants . In general the Plan indicates that

extensions to waste water networks / sewerage mains  are primarily the responsibility of 

developers  to construct and this work would be done in most cases in line with the Irish Water 

New Connections Process. There is currently no specific provision for the construction of a new

waste water networks / pipe sewerage scheme  for the Ferefad  Knockahaw Dublin Road Area 

in the draft Plan.  Consideration could be given  by the Longford Municipal District  to send a 

letter to   Irish Water seeking to include  the construction of a sewerage network extension 

scheme for the Ferefad area & parts of Knockahaw & Dublin Rd in Longford Town.

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Irish Water. 

CORRESPONDENCE – circulated

Correspondence received on the 10th October 2018 from Francis Warde applying for

a Licence to operate a Hackney Horse and Carriage in Longford town was noted.
Correspondence dated 9th November 2018 received from IDA Ireland regarding 
land bank in

Longford Town was noted.
A.O.B.
Community Grant Support Scheme.

It was unanimously agreed that €1,500.00 be allocated to Longford Acorn Project.

Executive Engineer.

Brian Faughnan, Executive Engineer, will be commencing in Longford MD on the 

1st January 2019.

Visit by Group from Noyal.

Details were given regarding the visit by a group from Noyal on the weekend of the 

30th November 2018.
Ballymacormack Graveyard.

A report to be prepared for the January MD Meeting regarding works at Ballymacormack Graveyard. 

Christmas Parking Arrangements.

A report to be prepared for the January MD Meeting regarding the cost of On-street free parking prior to Christmas.

SPEED LIMIT REVIEW.

A presentation on Longford County Council Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws No. 1 2018 was 

given by Con Diffley, SEE Roads, at Committee Meeting held prior to the MD Meeting.

The public consultation stage of the Special Speed Limit review has been completed. 

The submissions received were considered in detail and the following was agreed  -

Regional and Local Roads

Longford Shopping Centre

Longford Shopping Centre  -  A submission was received requesting that the speed limit on the roads around the Longford Shopping Centre be lowered below the current 50KpH limit. In respect of this submission it was also noted that Longford County Council propose to carry out enhancement works in this area and that these works would provide traffic calming. As such the decision of the elected members was that the speed limits at this location should remain as they currently are.  Proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton.

The members further requested that they be circulated with the plans for the proposed works at 

Longford Centre and Grafton Court.

Newtownforbes Tidy Towns

L1005 Newtownforbes  -  A submission was received requesting that the 50KpH speed limit zone at the Railway Bridge, Newtownforbes be extended out beyond  the new Graveyard. The decision of the elected members was that the 50KpH speed limit at the Railway Bridge, Newtownforbes be extended out beyond the new Graveyard to the end of the current 60KpH zone. Proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor J. Flaherty.  

Stonepark Community Group.

R397 Stonepark  -   A submission was received requesting that the existing 50KpH zone at Stonepark be extended northwards for approximately 400m. The decision of the elected members was that the 50KpH zone at Stonepark be extended northwards for approximately 400m.  Proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan and by Councillor G. Warnock.

National Roads.

For the National Roads in the Longford Municipal District, the draft special speed limits

included a number of amendments proposed by the TII. 

The proposed amendments to the National Roads Special Speed Limits were discussed in detail 

and the following was agreed by the members –

Newtownforbes N4

TII’s proposal is that the existing 60KpH zone on Longford side of Newtownforbes be replaced with an 80KpH zone. No submission was received from the public during the public consultation phase of the special speed limit bye-law process. The proposed amendment was discussed and the decision of the elected members was to support the proposed amendment. Proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor J. Flaherty

Tarmonbarry N5.

TII’s proposal is that the existing 60KpH zone on Longford side of Tarmonbarry be replaced with a 100 KpH zone. No submission was received from the public during the public consultation phase of the special speed limit bye-law process. The proposed amendment was discussed and the decision of the elected members was to support the proposed amendment. Proposed by Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor J. Browne.

Longford N63 (From N4 to Blind Mans Walk Junction).

TII’s proposal is that the existing 50KpH zone be shortened by 900m and be replaced by a 60KpH zone.  The new 60KpH zone will extend from the N4 to approx 60m east of the Blind Man’s Walk Junction.  No submission was received from the public during the public consultation phase of the special speed limit bye-law process. The proposed amendment was discussed and the decision of the elected members that the 60KpH zone be introduced from the N4 round-a-bout to a point between St Emers Housing Estate entrance and the IDA Industrial Estate entrance. From this point towards Longford Town the existing 50KpH should remain. Proposed by Cllr S. Butler and seconded by Cllr P. Nolan. 

Longford N63 (Athlone Road)

TII’s proposal is that the existing 50KpH zone be shortened by 1670m and be replaced by a 60KpH zone.  The new 60KpH zone will extend from approx 60m east of the Railway Bridge (at Reilly’s Furniture) to approx 60m west of the Clonterm Road Junction.  No submission was received from the public during the public consultation phase of the special speed limit bye-law process. The proposed amendment was discussed and the decision of the elected members was to support the proposed amendment. Proposed by Councillor P Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock.

Speed Driver Feedback Signs.

The members listed a number of locations where they consider that Speed Driver Feedback signs 

be erected.  E. Bennett outlined the process used when locating Speed Driver Feedback Signs. 
The following locations were proposed by the members;
· Melview   N.S.

· Stonepark N.S.

· St. Emers  N.S.

· Ardagh road before the junction with the Ballymakeegan road.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_
             Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator
Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
23rd January 2019.
Signed: _______________

               Cathaoirleach.
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